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The Public Relations Educators Forum Archive 

 
The PREF archive was acquired by Professor Tom Watson of Bournemouth University in November 
2011 when it was presented to him by Dr Jacquie L’Etang, then of the University of Stirling and now 
Professor of Public Relations at Queen Margaret University. The archive comprises two lever arch 
files and is the extant record of this group which was formed in 1990 and ceased to exist in the early 
part of the first decade of the 21st century. 
 
The records that remain were compiled by the second PREF Secretary, the late Dr Archie McLennan 
(from 1994 to 1997) and his successor Dr Jacquie L’Etang (1997 to 1999). File 1 consists of mainly 
routine correspondence. However, it includes letters and messages which illustrate the tension 
between PR academics and the industry and professional bodies about the quality and outcomes of 
undergraduate PR education. File 2 has a wider range of material including newsletters, information 
on conferences, agendas and minutes of meetings, membership data and outline financial 
information. It also includes a section on policy matters which also covers the academic-industry 
tension over the design and quality of PR education and training. 
 
The physical archive can be inspected by appointment at Bournemouth University. This document is 
the catalogue of the archive and offers some documents such as Newsletters, mailing lists and policy 
documents which contain important indications of the development of UK PR education in its first 
decade and illustrate some issues. 
 
About PREF 
 
PREF was formed in 1990. In PREF Newsletter No.2 (1997), it was stated that UK PR pioneer Tim 
Traverse-Healy started it over a lunch with PR academics at the Athenaeum (club) in London in 
1990. It was later formally launched at the Institute for Public relations’ London headquarters in the 
same year. 
 
Mr Traverse-Healy, who was an honorary Professor at University of Stirling, saw that: 
 

Formal education in public relations would expand comparatively rapidly, that more 
practitioners would become involved to a lesser or greater degree in the subject, and that 
more educators would specialise in the subject. (He was also) concerned that no organisation 
existed which could consider the issues presented in this important area and offer 
independently the views of dedicated and professional educators (PREF Newsletter, 1997, 
p.8) 

 
Professor Danny Moss, who attended the original planning meeting in 1990, was co-Chair of PREF 
from 2000 onwards. Commenting on PREF, he said  
 

The early years saw the group lobbying for greater recognition by the Institute of Public 
Relations (IPR) and we held a number of meetings at the IPR HQ while John Lavelle was 
Executive Director. Much of the early drive had come from Tim Traverse-Healy, who had 
encouraged PREF's development. 
 
Although there was a good deal of talk about PREF playing a more powerful 'educational 
policy role' alongside IPR, there was very much an impression that while we were being 
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listened to ... this was only unto a point, and frustration amongst PREF members began to set 
in. Attendance at PREF meetings in London slowly dropped off because of this and costs. 
By 1999, enthusiasm for PREF as a lobby group to help shape IPR educational policy had 
waned although the value of the group as 'forum' for exchange amongst academic staff 
remained. 
 
PREF was a very useful and much-needed body when first set up [in 1990] and reflected the 
rapid growth of PR educational programmes and tutors and the need to strengthen the 
academic representation at IPR. One of the products of PREF's role was the appointment of 
Alan Rawell as Education Officer at CIPR. He worked tirelessly to try to improve the 
IPR's accreditation process for colleges and also the design and content of IPR programmes. 
(Personal communication, February 18, 2014) 

 
The PREF archive demonstrates the growth of university and college-based public relations 
education in the UK over a decade. The first degree programmes started in 1987 with a Master’s 
programme at University of Stirling and at bachelor level at Dorset Institute of Higher Education 
(later Bournemouth University) and the College of St Mark and St John in Plymouth in 1988. It is 
notable that many early academics had been practitioners with the first PhDs being awarded in the 
mid-1990s. They were exemplars of “pracademics” who are relatively few in modern public relations 
courses. 
 
Another point of distinct is that there was little gender bias in PREF’s membership and its leadership. 
The chairpersons of PREF in the period of the archive were Sue Wolstenholme (1994-97) and Liz 
Yeomans, later joined by Emma Wood, as co-Chair in the following three years. The membership of 
PREF was similarly without a strong gender skew. This may be a factor in the feminisation of public 
relations practice in the UK that students were taught by many female academics in teaching and 
research leadership positions. 
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PREF File 1 - Office File 
 
Correspondence in alphabetical order by recipient’s surname; most is routine material. 
 
Title and Name Affiliation Notes 

Dr Christine Anderson Robert Gordon Institute  

Nigel Bain IPR Training & Education 

Committee 

(See also File 2 under PREF 1 – 

Policy Issues) 

Gwen Black  Widow of Sam Black (08/02/99) 

Prof Sam Black Stirling University  

Joyce Blow  See also John Lavelle 

correspondence re PRET 

(See also File 2 under PREF 1 – 

Policy Issues) 

Terry Burke University of Westminster Discussion over structure of PR 

degrees – argued for Business 

degree with PR specialisation 

(03/11/96) 

Di Burton Cicada Consultants/Trinity & 

All Saints, Leeds 

 

Francis Carty  Dublin Institute of 

Technology 

 

Anne-Marie Cotton Egon Hogeschool (Belgium)  

Valerie Cowley  Retirement (1999) 

Fiona Campbell West Herts College, Watford  

Phil Dring Southampton Institute  

Dr Christine Daymon Bournemouth University  

Colin Farrington IPR, London  

Jo Fawkes UCLAN / Leeds 

Metropolitan University 

 

Liz Fraser Key Communications, 

London 

 

Rosemary Graham UCLAN  

Paul Green Robert Gordon Institute  
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Anne Gregory Leeds Metropolitan 

University 

 

Shirley Harrison  Leeds Metropolitan 

University (?) 

 

Jane Hammond Trident Training Services, 

London 

 

John Hitchins College of St Mark & St 

John, Plymouth 

Proposal for conference on impact 

of PR degrees upon practice 

(26/08/97) 

David Heal Harrison Cowley, 

Manchester 

 

Barry Jackson CVCP, London  

Inger Jenson Roskilde University, 

Denmark 

 

Sara Jones (student) Leeds Metropolitan 

University 

Letter to Jacquie L’Etang about 

history of PR evaluation 

Dr Sonja Kleine Hogeschool van Utrecht, 

Netherlands 

President of CERP 

Kay Kent UCLAN Moving to Liverpool John Moores 

University (12/08/97); also joint 

CERP/PREF conference in 1998 

(01/07/97) 

Jacquie L’Etang Stirling University Note: Most correspondence in the 

file is from Ms L’Etang to 

recipients from 30/04/97 onwards. 

Took over from Archie McLellan in 

May 1997 

John Lavelle IPR (Executive Director) Discussion about students moving 

into IPR membership (05/11/96) 

with Jacquie L’Etang. 

Various letters from PRET (Joyce 

Blow) and PREF to IPR (See also 

File 2 under PREF 1 – Policy 
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Issues) 

Dr Archie McLellan Trinity & All Saints, Leeds Initial PREF secretary 

Toby McManus Bournemouth University  

Dr Kevin Moloney Bournemouth University  

Danny Moss Manchester Metropolitan 

University 

Organisation of PREF/CERP joint 

conference; 

Undated, probably late 1996 – 

Letter to PREF Secretary Archie 

McLellan announcing the Journal 

of Corporate Communications 

which would be published in the 

following year by MCB Press 

Karen Masters 3G Communications  

Ian Metherell Communication Skills 

Europe 

PRET and PR training matrix;  

(See also File 2 under PREF 1 – 

Policy Issues) 

Paul Noble Bournemouth University PREF treasurer; Letter of 24/09/96 

refers to PRET criticism of PR 

degrees 

(See also File 2 under PREF 1 – 

Policy Issues) 

Dr Sandra Oliver Thames Valley University  

Bob Pilbeam College of St Mark & St 

John, Plymouth 

 

Magda Pieczka University of Stirling  

Heike Puchan University of Stirling  

Ruth Parkinson Leeds Metropolitan 

University 

 

Mike Smith Cardiff University  

Dr Ian Somerville Queen Margaret College  

Lynne Staite Aberdeen College  

Harvey Smith  IPR journal editor 

Benno Signitzer Universität Salzburg Correspondence re Jacquie L’Etang 
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visit 

Ralph Tench Leeds Metropolitan 

University 

 

Ruth Townsley Leeds Metropolitan 

University/ Durham 

University Business School 

Proposed a PREF/CERP joint 

conference (1997) 

Anne Turner UCLAN  

Dr Richard Varey Salford University  

Emma Wood Queen Margaret College Re correspondence over relationship 

between PREF and IPR (16/09/99) 

and selection of IPR’s Head of 

Education 

Prof Tim Wheeler University College Chester  

Sue Wolstenholme Ashley Public Relations Letter to John Lavelle (IPR) about 

PRET and links with PREF 

(19/08/96). PREF chair till 1997 

Gary Warnaby Manchester Metropolitan 

University 

 

Liz Yeomans Leeds Metropolitan 

University 

PREF Chair from 1997 onwards; 

Correspondence in 1999 about 

meetings with new IPR CEO Colin 

Farrington 
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PREF File 2 – Central File 

PREF 1 – Policy Issues (as categorised by PREF in file) 

1994 – Copy of IPR Education and Training Committee list of approved PR courses (degree and 
diploma). Ten courses listed. 

1996 – PRET (Public Relations Education Trust) Public Relations Education and Training Matrix 
(Appendix 1) 

1996 – National Entry Requirements for BA Hons Public Relations degree programmes: Single sheet 
with no author information covering Bournemouth, Central Lancashire, LeedsMet and MarJon 
courses. 

1996-1998 – Correspondence with PRET and IPR over (a) PRET’s criticism of PR degree courses; 
(b) the PRET Matrix, (c) course accreditation by IPR and (d) IPR’s own diploma 

Undated, but probably 1998 – Reading list for IPR Diploma 

1998 – IPR list of approved educational qualifications 

Undated, but probably 1998 – draft of IPR/PRCA Guide to Public Relations Education and Training 
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PREF 2 – PREF Newsletters 

1996 – Correspondence between PREF members and editor (Jacquie L’Etang) and with PRET 
chairman Joyce Blow 

Issue 1 – October 1996, 4pp [Appendix 2] 

Summary of contents 

P.1 Editorials by PREF chair Sue Wolstenholme and editor Jacquie L’Etang; Article on Research 
Assessment Exercise (RAE) 

P.2 Articles on Teaching Quality Assessment (TQA) and Conferences in 1996 (PREF, Keele and 
Bled) 

P.3 Short items on new journals, new courses (Salford, London Guildhall, Trinity and All Saints, 
Queen Margaret College, LSE); new faces, books, articles, conference papers, book reviews, new 
institutional moves, personal achievements 

P.4 Short items on PhD research, consultancy at Queen Margaret College, Diplomas at Leeds 
Metropolitan University (LMU) and teaching and learning at LMU 

1996 – Correspondence about costs for PREF Newsletter (£55 for 100 copies) 

 

Issue 2 – February 1997, 8pp [PDF Appendix 3] 

Summary of Contents 

P.1 Editorial by PREF Chair Sue Wolstenholme, discusses A-Level entry points needed for PR 
degrees, compared with other studies. 

P.2 Undergraduate standards n PR degrees (Paul Noble); NVQs (Di Burton) 

P.3 RAE outcomes 

P.4 Calls for papers; Letters to editor (notable contribution by Kevin Moloney) 

P.5 New faces, moves, publications, books and PR at University of Westminster 

P.6 PhD Research 

P.7 Members of PREF 

P.8 PREF’s origins - Claimed by Tim Traverse-Healy to have started over lunch at the Athenaeum in 
London in 1990. It was later launched at the IPR’s offices in the same year; Mike Smith of Cardiff 
University awarded IPR’s Stephen Tallents Medal; research at Queen Margaret College; news 
courses (Thames Valley, Kent, Robert Gordon, and Templeton College Oxford) 

1997 – Correspondence about costs for PREF Newsletter No.2 (£102.22 for 200 copies). 
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Issue 3 – March 1998, 16pp [PDF Appendix 4] 

Summary of Contents 

P.1 Editorial by PREF chair Liz Yeomans (LMU) on purpose of PREF 

P.2 Di Burton elected to IPR Council 

P.3 Public Relations research (Sandra Oliver); Abandon Grunig (Kevin Moloney) 

P.4-7 Max Clifford – the honest liar (Jo Fawkes, UCLAN) 

P.7-12 Public relations: Theory, research and practice (Charles Moncur) 

P.12 Conference reports from IPRA/CERP, Helsinki; Bled 1997 and PREF 1997 

P.13 Recent publications; Calls for Papers 

P.14 Roundup, new faces and moves; Call for Papers (PREF, 1998) 

P.15 Correspondence with Prospects postgraduate directory over listing of public relations courses 

P.16 IPR launches own Diploma; Email directory of PREF members 

 

New editor, Rosemary Graham, announced in 2000 but no further issues on file 

Obituaries for Prof Sam Black from The Scotsman and PREF News (1999) 
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PREF 3 - Agenda and Minutes (1994 to 1999) 

Editor’s note: There appear to have been PREF meetings before May 27, 1994 which is the date of 
the first archived Agenda and Minutes. However, there are no records of them. The Co-Convenors at 
this time were Betty Dean of Watford Business School (West Herts College) and Sue Wolstenholme 
of the College of St Mark and St John 

Date Venue Comments 

27/05/1994 IPR, London Sue Wolstenholme elected Chair; Archie McLellan# as 

Secretary and Paul Noble as Treasurer. 

Membership categories agreed as Full (Organisations with 

“substantial involvement in public relations education” and 

“distinguished individuals”; associate membership was for 

“educators with a substantial interest and involvement in 

public relations” 

PREF research bulletin being prepared (but delayed) 

Discussion over UK’s representation in Europe at CERP 

02/12/1994 IPR, London Discussion about a Spring conference to be held at Stirling 

University in April 1995; followed by a research seminar led 

by Danny Moss and Toby MacManus 

06/06/1995 Trinity & All 

Saints, College 

Spring conference “a success”; brochure needed to promote 

PREF; no progress on research activities;  

16/10/1995 IPR, London No progress on brochure or academic journal; Planning 

conference for Easter 1996 

26/03/1996 Plymouth Main issue was criticism of IPR and PRCA’s decision on 

changes recognition/approval processes for degree 

programmes without consulting PREF. Statement sent by 

Executive IPR Education and Training Committee which 

noted “the lack of value attached to higher education’s 

contribution to public relations”. 

23/05/1996 Thames Valley 

University 

AGM – Main discussion was PREF statement to IPR, which 

was “heated”. There had been a breakdown in 

communications within IPR and between PREF and the 

Institute’s Training & Education Committee. Measures were 

in place to set out each party’s interests. 
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01/11/1996 IPR, London Chairperson (Sue Wolstenholme) stood down, having left 

education and joined IPR as Training & Education Officer. 

Continued tension with IPR over recognition of PREF’s role 

and expertise 

09/04/1997 Trinity and All 

Saints College 

Liz Yeomans took over as Chair; Jacquie L’Etang became 

secretary. More discussion on relationship IPR and 

accreditation of degrees 

09/09/1997 IPR London Planning for joint CERP/PREF conference; Also briefing 

from Ian Metherell on PRET training matrix (see Appendix 

1) which emanated from PRCA (paper in minutes) 

30/03/1998 IPR London Broad range of minor issues 

05/09/1998 Leeds Met 

University 

Discussion of PRET Matrix (see Appendix 1) with 

suggestions for its improvement. 

26/02/1999 IPR, London More on the relationships between PR bodies, PREF and PR 

education. 

Undated, 

Sept/Oct? 

1999 

Queen 

Margaret UC, 

Edinburgh 

Further discussions on relationships with PR bodies and a 

proposal for PREF to focus on “developing educational 

work” and “detach itself from entangled discussions with the 

IPR” 

29/11/1999 Mansion 

House, York 

Danny Moss and Paul Green elected as co-Chairs of PREF, 

replacing Liz Yeomans and Emma Wood. Rosemary Graham 

replaced Jacquie L’Etang as Secretary. Discussion of PREF 

website and conference. 

 

# Archie McLellan died in August 2000 from a heart attack 

 
  



PREF ARCHIVE - Bournemouth University 

14 
 

PREF 4 – Conferences 

1995 – PREF Meeting, 20-22 April 1995, University of Stirling – Theme of ‘Shaping the Future of 
Public Relations Education’, Correspondence and programme drafts, Chair’s summary of the 
conference, delegates’ list. Also has a copy of Sam Black’s IPR Journal article (April 1993), How 
public relations education at degree level came to Britain. Black did not attend the meeting as he 
flew to Boston for Edward Bernays’ funeral. 

1996 – Spring Conference, 24-25 March, College of St Mark and St John, Plymouth. Theme of 
‘Teaching the Truth’. Only document is a one-page conference flyer. Some papers were later 
published in PREF Newsletter No.3 in 1998. 

1997 – 3rd Annual PREF Conference, 2-5 April, Trinity and All Saints University College, Leeds, 
Call for Papers and correspondence 

1997-1998 – Proposal for a joint CERP/PREF Conference for spring 1998 (did not take place) 

1998 – Annual Conference, 3-5 September, LeedsMet, Abstracts and Correspondence 
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PREF 5 – Membership lists (1994 to 1999) 

1994 - Correspondence prior to formation of mailing lists 

1995 – Membership list (38 members) [Appendix 5] 

1996 – Membership list (Full members – 18 universities and colleges with 36 names; 8 associate 
members) [Appendix 6] 

1997 – Membership list (Full members – 15 universities and colleges, with 35 names; 11 associate 
members, including 1 college and 1 university) [Appendix 7] 

Undated – Mailing list of labels, includes others not in membership (119 names) 

1999 – Membership list (Full members – 13 universities and colleges, with 37 names; 16 associate 
members, including 5 universities and 1 college) [Appendix 8] 

Undated, Mailing list of labels marked “probably 1999” – Includes others not in membership (35 
names) 
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PREF 6 – Financial statements 

1994 – Balance of £593.95 

1994/95 – Balance of £1638.08 

1995/96 – Balance of £2139.21 

1997-98 – Balance of £2529.64 

1998-99 – Balance of £3232.99 
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