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The British Library is the 

national library of the UK.

We receive a copy of every 

publication produced in the

UK and Ireland.
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Well over 150 Million 

items are currently 

stored in London and in 

York.

If you saw 5 items a day 

it would take you 80,000 

years to see the whole 

collection.

Digitisation is crucial for 

opening up access to 

this content and 

collections. 
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Digital Research Team

• The Library has spent the last two 

decades creating digital assets 

through digitisation and more 

recently mass digitisation.

• The Digital Research Team is a 

cross-disciplinary mix of curators, 

librarians and programmers 

supporting the innovative use of our 

digital collections.

• We experiment and explore new 

opportunities for making digital 

collections available and as useful as 

possible.
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Microsoft Live Search

early foray into mass 

digitisation for the Library.

Digitised 65,000 out of 

copyright books from the 19th

Century from 2006 until 

project abandoned in 2008. 

http://search.live.com/results.aspx?q=&scope=books#q=
http://search.live.com/results.aspx?q=&scope=books#q=
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http://mechanicalcurator.tumblr.com/
http://mechanicalcurator.tumblr.com/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/britishlibrary/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/britishlibrary/
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Mechanical.Curator.tumblr.com

136 million image 

views since launch 

December 13th, 

82,000 unique tags 

added.

Top tagger a story of 

Machine (15K) vs. Man 

(30K)!  

In numbers 



www.bl.uk 10

Creative Uses

http://blpublicdomain.wikispaces.com/Creative+Projects
http://blpublicdomain.wikispaces.com/Creative+Projects
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Research and Technology
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Apps
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Instruction
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Commerce
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